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One of the most encouraging times for me in
prison ministry is the Graduation Celebration.
The men share how learning and applying the
Bible stories has changed their lives. Attending the graduation of our second class at
Pendleton Correctional Facility (a maximum
security prison) were the prison’s highest
officials. Following the ceremony, the graduates gathered around Supt. Zatecky to pray
for him. The officials told me that they desire
t to utilize these men in helping inmates in
other programs in the prison. They said they
had observed the positive changes in the
men’s actions/behaviors and that they appreciated the contribution that our training has
made in the prison and in these men’s lives!
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The graduates were allowed to invite family to the celebration. In
addition to sharing how this program has helped them, several of
the men told Bible stories they
had learned, giving the audience
an idea of what actually results
from the training they receive.
Supt. Knight also announced the
initial plans for a new housing
community made up of men who have already graduated from our two classes
as well as those participating in our next class that begins February 24th. This is
an exciting opportunity to deepen, strengthen, and equip men in their walk with
God and ministry to others. They will eventually be re-positioned in the other
housing units throughout the prison. Please pray for this initiative…We are
calling it the “Shamgar Community” after a little known judge of Israel (Judges
3:31) who “started where he was…with what he had…and did what he
could!” I’ll be letting you know what develops!
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In His grace,

